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State  Veterinarian’s  Office, 
Helena,  Montana,  December  31,  1895. 


To  Ilis  Excellency,  J.  E.  KICKAl^DS, 


Governor  of  Montana: 


Sir: — 1 lifive  the  honor  to  submit  to  yon  my  annual  report 
U])on  the  health  of  sheep  in  the  state. 

Sh(‘ep  liave  been  proverbially  healthy  during-  the  ])ast  sea- 
son. 

Although  the  diseases  known  to  effect  sheep  in  Montana  are 
few  in  number,  it  may  be  premised  that  sheep  have  at  times 
suff(M'(‘d  from  diseases  whose  projjer  place  in  the  scale  of  ovine 
maladies  has  not  been  clearly  determined;  but  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  the  majority  of  the  authenticated  diseases  common  to  the 
sh(M*p  families  of  older  countries  are  as  yet  strangers  to  this 
state. 


Sp(‘cial  attention  is  paid  to  the  parasitic  skin  disease  of  sheep 
known  as  ^^Scab”  on  account  of  its  highly  infectious  and  con- 
tagions nature  and  on  account  of  the  great  injur}^  and  pecuni- 
ary loss  which  it  causes  to  the  wool  raising  indnstiw.  Scab  has 
been  found  in  bnt  one  band  of  sheep  (in  Custer  County)  during 
the  year,  and  iiCthis  case  the  disease  was  not  of  fresh  importa- 
tion, but  was  a recrudescence  of  old  sheep.  Sheep  Inspector 
Ih)wman  of  Custer  County  reports  having  dipped  5,()00  head 
three  times  and  that  so  far  as  he  knows  the  county  is  now  free 
frcnn  the  disease.  Other  sheep  Insi>ectors  report  their  dis- 
tricts fn*e  from  disease,  so  that  the  state  at  the  present  time 
has  a perfectly  clean  bill  of  health. 
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Tlie  provisions  of  yoiir  proclamation  issinnl  on  the  20tli  of 
March,  1895,  have  been  strictly  enforced.  Some  it0,000  head 
of  sliee])  imported  from  quarantined  states  were  dnly  insj)ect- 
ed  and  found  free  from  disease.  Of  this  number  3,784  were 
imported  into  Silver  Boav  County  for  butchering.  4(h  wei*(^ 
bucks  of  the  Merino  variety  for  breeding  purposes,  and  the 
rc^st  were  ordinary  feeding  sheep.  In  addition  all  sheep  cai*- 
ried  throngh  the  state  by  rail  to  eastern  markets,  when  un- 
loaded for  feeding,  were  inspected  as  far  as  was  found  practi- 
cable. This  enforcement  of  the  proclamation  has  been  found 
very  salutary  in  keeping  diseased  sheep  out  of  the  state. 

A small  band  of  sheep  was  imported  into  Teton  Comity, 
from  the  Canadian  jirovince  of  Alberta  under  conditions  which 
were  capable  of  being  construed  as  a contravention  of  United 
States  regulations.  Upon  representation  being  made  from 
this  office  to  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  steps 
were  taken  to  have  the  Treasury  Department  notify  collectors 
of  customs  not  to  allow  the  importation  of  any  more  sheep 
unless  they  had  been  jiroperly  inspected. 

The  following  named  gentlemen  hold  commissious  as  Dep- 
uty Sheep  Inspectors  in  the  counties  named: 


County. 

Name. 

Residence. 

Beaverhead .. 

Frank  Landon 

Dillon. 

Cascade  

H.  H.  Nelsou 

Cascade. 

Custer  

D.  H.  Bowman 

Miles  City. 

Deer  Lodge 

' '.  H.  Williams 

Garrison. 

Fergus  

D.  Hilger 

Lewistown. 

.Madison 

1..  S.  Briggs 

Ennis. 

Meagher 

C. W.  Cook 

Unity. 

Silver  Bow 

J.  D.  McGregor,  V.  S 

Butte. 

Teton 

S.  L.  Potter  7. 

Dupuyer. 

Notwithstanding  the  freedom  from  disease  enjoyed  at  pres- 
ent by  flocks,  the  necessity  for  an  insiiector  in  each  of  the  other 
comities  of  the  state  is  liable  to  arise  at  any  time  and  steps 
are  being  taken  to  induce  sheepmen  in  their  respective  comi- 
ties to  secure  the  appointment  of  a Deputy  Sheep  Inspector 
in  the  manner  provided  by  the  statutes. 


The  sheep  business  on  the  whole  has  been  very  satisfacdory 
for  the  season  and  reports  indicate  that  sheep  are  going  into 
winter  quarters  in  fairly  good  condition  and  with  a coiisider- 
jible  })ercentage  of  increase. 


STATE  VETERINARY  SURGEON. 
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A balance  of  was  at  the  end  of  the  past  financial 

yi^ar,  credited  to  the  ^‘Sheep  Inspeidor  and  Indemnity  Fund.’^ 
An  itemized  statement  of  all  receipts  and  expenditures  con- 
mnded  with  the  above  fund  for  the  past  year  will  be  furnished 
in  the  re]>ort  of  the  State  Treasurer. 

Very  res])ectfnlly  submitted, 

HOBEKT  M.  BIBD,  M.  B.  0.  V.  S. 

State  Veterinary  Sur«jeon. 


i 
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State  of  Montana, 

Veterinarian’s  Office, 

Helena,  Montana,  December  31,  1895. 

To  tlie  Honorable,  The  Board  of  Stock  Commissioners, 

State  of  Montana. 

Gentlemen: — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section 
3007  of  the  Political  Code  it  becomes  my  duty  to  submit  to  yon 
my  annnal  report  as  State  Veterinary  Surgeon. 

This  reijort  may  be  prefaced  by  the  statement  that  tlie  Vet- 
erinary-Sanitarj"  conditions  which  have  prevailed  among  all 
classes  of  live  stock  during  the  past  year  have  been  ex(*(^Ml- 
inglv  favorable. 

There  has  been  perfect  freedom  from  epizootic  diseases  of 
a malignant  nature,  and  those  maladies  which  have  become 
established  in  the  state  for  years  back  have  not  been  either 
so  prevalent  or  pronounced  in  their  pathological  cliaracter- 
istics,  as  has  been  remarked  in  some  former  vears. 

Bange  cattle  during  the  past  season  maintained  a high 
standard  of  health.  They  came  through  last  winter  in  fair 
condition,  and  although  feed  in  early  spring  and  summer  was 
backward  and  not  extra  abundant  in  many  sections,  still  flu* 
highly  nutritious  nature  of  the  grasses  produced  rapid  fat- 
tening, and  cattle  were  consigned  to  market ^under  very  fa^'or- 
able  auspices. 

The  diseases  which  have  come  under  mv  observation  will  be 
briefly  reviewed.  1 

A few  reports  were  received  of  young  stock  dying  in  early 
spring  from  supposed  vegetable  poisoning.  An  investigation 
showed  that  the  fatality  in  these  cases  was  due  to  the  eating 
inordinately  of  succulent  green  plants  which  indu(‘ed  a severe 
tympanites,  but  that  whenever  liberation  of  the  accumulated 
gas  could  be  speedily  effected  by  ‘^tajiping,”  the  subjects  ro- 
(‘overed. 


STATE  VETERINARY  SURGEON. 
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This  comlition  of  tyinjianites  is  a eomiiioii  one  in  cattle  when 
acct^ss  is  first  had  to  (*ertain  j^reen  foods,  and  animals  die  with 
astonishiiii*'  ra])idity  from  ])iirely  mechanical  interference  with 
the  functions  of  respiration. 

The  de])reciation  in  value  whi(*h  ranj^je  cattle  nndero’o  from 
tlu^  ]>resen(*e  of  ^^Vctinoniycoses^'  or  Jaw”  should  indn(‘c 
all  available  means  to  be  taken  to  limit  the  spread  of  the  alTec- 
tion.  First  amonji‘  these  is  to  rid  the  ranges  of  all  incurable 
disimsed  animals  by  converting  them  into  wolf  bait,  and  when- 
(‘V(T  ])racti(‘able  all  the  early  cases  of  the  disease  should  be 
subjected  to  the  therapentic  effects  of  the  Iodide  of  Potassinm, 
which  has  been  found  to  be  almost  specific  in  a large  pc^rcent- 
age  of  cases. 

As  regards  ‘^Tuberculosis,  a few  cases  of  which  have  been 
seen  and  dis])osed  of,  it  may  be  stated  that  among  range  cattb* 
pro])er  no  proof  of  the  existence  of  tuberculosis  can  be  advanc- 
ed, and  in  the  case  of  the  Dairy  Cattle  of  the  state  it  can  be 
safely  asserted  that  at  the  present  time  tnbercnlosis  exists 
only  to  a limited  degree.  While  additional  legislative  meas- 
ures are  onlv  nndonbtedlv  needed  to  deal  effectivelv  with  this 

9.  9 9' 

disease,  good  service  might  in  the  meantime  be  rendered  in 
the  interests  of  the  ])nblic  health — to  which  Bovine  Tnbercn- 
losis bears  an  nii])leasantly  close  relationship, — if  local  Boards 
of  Health  would  inangnrate  a periodical  veterinary  inspection 
of  all  dairy  cattle  within  their  districts  Avhereby  existing  cen- 
ters of  the  disease,  however  limited,  could  be  definitely  ascer- 
taiiKMl.  The  great  value  of  “Tiibercnlin’’  in  determining  the 
existence  of  tnbercnlosis  in  suspected  herds  of  dairy  cattle  has 
been  so  fully  proved  that  one  eastern  state  at  least,  in  which 
the  disease  is  rife,  has  made  its  use  compulsory. 

“Symptomatic  Anthrax’’  or  “Blackleg’’  prevails  to  a limited 
extent  in  certain  localities.  In  those  districts  where  young 
cattle  are  known  to  be  subject  to  blackleg  it  has  been  found 
that  a change  to  a less  nutritions  diet  with  enforced  exercise 
ami  the  insertion  of  a seton  in  the  dewlap  are  valuabh*  means 
of  ]»reventing  loss(‘s.  The  destruction  of  all  carcases  by  burn- 
ini:  should  be  cariJullv  attended  to. 
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SOITTnEEN  CATTLE  TMPOETATION. 


Tlie  sanitary  regulations  under  which  Texas  cattle  have 
been  admitted  into  Montana  during  the  past  season  were  tln^ 
same  as  in  former  years,  and  no  case  of  Splenetic  Eever  has 
been  recorded.  The  geographical  limits  of  the  Fever  line  ar(^ 
fnlly  detailed  in  the  regulations  issued  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  need  not  be  referred  to  here. 

The  inspection  of  cattle  coming  to  Montana  was  made  con- 
jointly with  Colorado  at  a cost  of  (1 1-2  c.)  per  head  to  the  ship- 
per, and  I take  it  that  the  system  has  been  found  to  conveni- 
ently answer,  althongh  a hardship  has  been  imposed  upon  cei*- 
tain  individual  shippers  through  the  seemingly  perverse  ac- 
tion of  the  state  of  Wyoming  in  insisting  upon  an  additional 
inspection  of  all  cattle  journeying  through  that  state,  at  an 
extra  expense  to  the  shipper. 

Noth  withstanding  representations  made  to  the  Wyoming 
authorities,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  until  the  state  laws  now  in 
operation  there  are  altered,  the  eminently  unjust  modus  oper- 
and! referred  to  will  continue  to  embarrass  shippers  of  south- 
ern cattle  coming  up  that  way. 

The  following  statement  of  cattle  inspected  during  the  sea- 
son of  1895  is  furnished  by  the  State  Veterinarian  of  Colorado: 


Total  number  of  cattle  inspected 280,8(>9 

By  the  A.  T.  & S.  F.  Ey 20(>,319 

Ey  the  U.  P.  D.  & Cx.  Ey 58,585 

By  Trail r 10,015  280,809 


Thev  were  destined  for  the  folloAving  states: 


Colorado 40,109 

Wyoming 89,049 

Montana, 82,898 

Orrin  Junction,  AVyo.  (mostly  for  Montana) 40,502 

Dakotas 85,287 

Kansjis 72,778 

Other  States 8,740 


From  the  foregoing  statement  it  may  be  estimated  that 
something  like  70,000  head  of  southern  (*attle  reached  Montnna 
ramres  during  the  season  of  3895. 


STATE  VETERINARY  SURGEON. 
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It  may  lu^  iiotiHl  that  the  North  Dakota  authorities  ehar^(= 
ail  inspeetioii  fee  on  all  stock  im])orted  into  that  State  from 
Montana,  unless  accompanied  l>y  a health  certificate.  Inteiid- 
shiiipers  can  prevent  all  inconvenience  arising  by  secur- 
ing a health  certificate  from  the  veterinarv  olticer  of  their  dis- 
trict  to  accomjiany  their  shipments. 

The  Health  of  Horses  in  general  has  been  decidedly  good. 
(Handers  is  the  most  virulent  of  the  maladies  alfecting  the 
liorses  of  the  state  and  it  can  be  contidentlv  assertcnl  that  it 

e' 

is  not  on  the  increase.  In  the  Conntv  of  Gallatin  where  the 


disease  seems  to  have  gained  a firm  foothold  in  the  past  years, 
Dr.  Williams  of  Bozeman  estimates  that  there  has  been  a de- 
crease of  fifty  per  cent  since  the  winter  of  1893-4. 

I )nring  the  nine  months  ending  the  31st  of  December,  1805 
tifty-two  head  of  glandered  horses  were  disposed  of  in  the  man- 
ner laid  down  in  the  statutes.  A few  others  were  probably 
dis])osed  of  by  owners  themselves.  The  subjoined  list  shows 
the  counties  in  which  these  diseased  horses  were  dealt  Avith. 


Conntv  Number. 

c. 

Carbon  4 

(^ascade 4 

Chotean 3 

Lewis  and  Clarke 2 

^ladison 11 

Sweet  Grass 1 

Vellowstone 10 

Gallatin 15 

Missoula 1 

Flathead  1 


Total L..  52 

It  is  evident  that  glanders  cannot  be  stamped  out  of  the 
state  with  tlu‘  enactments  iioav  in  operation,  but  if  horse  own- 
ers will  j)ay  close  attention  to  the  obligations  ini])os(‘(l  n])on 
them  by  the  statutes,  and  show  an  earnest  d(‘sire  to  get  rid  of 
tin*  malady  by  repoiling  all  cases,  and  by  hearty  co-oiieration 
aft<*rwards  with  the  veterinarian,  the  disease  can  be  kept  siitli- 
.*i<*ntlv  controlleil  so  as  not  to  become  a serious  detriimnit  to 
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the  liorse  business. Tlie  <>eneral  use  of  ‘^Mollein’^  as  a (liai^nos- 
tic  uii^lit  advaiitaj^eously  be  resort(Ml  to  by  liorse  owners  tlnuu- 
selves  in  those  outlyin<>-  districts  wliere  ])rofessioanl  veterinary 
advice  cannot  always  be  obtained,  in  assistinjj^  them  to  ascer- 
tain the  nature  of  all  dubious  cases  of  nasal  disease. 

The  prevalence  of  that  unique  diseased  condition  in  horses 
‘•eneraly  attributed  to  emtin^  of  the  ^^Loco  Plant’’  has  been 
(|uite  marked  in  certain  districts,  and  in  the  absence  of  more 
exact  knowled«>*e  as  to  its  etiology,  the  only  possible  indica- 
tions for  its  prevention  is  to  keei)  horses  from  <>Tazin<^-  on  thost* 
tracts  of  country  known  to  be  infested  with  the  weed. 

Another  disease  affecting  range  horses  princi])ally  ami 
which  in  the  past  has  been  very  destructive,  but  which  has 
prevailed  to  but  a limited  extent  this  season,  is  known  b}*  the 
indefinite  appellation  of  ^Mtange  Fever.”  The  clinical  and 
necroscopical  characters  of  this  disease  point  to  sonu‘  patho- 
genic organism  in  the  blood  as  the  active  agent,  and  this  is  in 
all  probability  developed  upon  and  conveyed  into  the  system 
by  the  food.  Early  removal  of  horses  from  ranges  upon  vdiich 
this  disease  appears  should  be  resorted  to,  and  the  treatment 
of  sick  animals  in  accordance  with  the  established  rules  of 
hygiene  and  therapeutics  will  promote  recoveries. 

It  is  observed,  however,  that  although  horses  conAailesce  from 
this  disease,  they  frequently  have  imperfect  control  of  the  hind 
extremities  and  are  according!}'  of  little  value  for  work  pur- 
poses. 

With  regard  to  ^‘Swine”  no  disease  affecting  them  has  been 
reported. 

All  calls  made  upon  this  office  from  whatever  section  of  the 
state  have  been  promptly  attended  to  as  possible  in  person, 
and  considerable  correspondence  has  been  engaged  in  with 
parties  both  within  and  without  the  state,  counecttMl  with  mat 
ters  relating  to  the  sanitary  welfare  of  live  stock. 

J^TOCK  INDEMNITY  FUND. 


This  fund  has  the  following  showing,  obtained  from  the 
office  of  tlie  State  Treasurer: 


STATK  V'ETERINARY  SURGEON.  II 

'Potal  receipts  in  1895 |1,7()9.14 

1 balance  from  former  year 2,931.70 

Total  for  year |4,700.S4 

Paid  out 2,218.90 


12,481.94 

The  attention  of  yonr  Honorable  Board  may  appropriately 
be  dra^yn  to  the  fact  that  the  Comities  of  Cascade,  Choteaii, 
l^er«;ns,  l^'lathead.  Park,  Teton  and  Yellowstone  failed  to  con- 
tribute anytliin<»-  last  A^ear  to  the  aboA^e  fund. 

• ” « 

The  Board  of  Comity  Commissioners  in  the  counties  named 
eyidently  neglected  to  leA\y  the  tax  as  required  by  law,  althon^^h 
seyeral  of  these  comities  deriyed  benefits  from  the  general 
fund. 

Some  action  should  be  taken  to  see  that  the  tax  is  regiilarl}' 
leyied  in  all  comities  alike  so  that  no  injustice  is  imposed  upon 
those  comities  Ayhich  re«:nlarlA"  contribute  to  it. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 
BOBEKT  H.  BIRD,  M.  R.  C.  V.  S. 

State  Veterinary  Surgeon. 
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